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Burundi 


Francophone Ministerial Delegation Ends Visit 
EA1504165595 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in English 1745 GMT 14 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ministerial delegation of 
French-speaking countries has completed its mission to 
Burundi. For three days, the delegation held formal dis- 
cussions with the country’s top authorities. The members 
of the delegation held this morning [14 April] a news 
conference on the outcome of their mission. The leader of 
the delegation, Beninese Foreign Minister Robert Dossou, 
has strongly criticized the role of foreign media, which give 
a negative image of the African continent, and Burundi in 
particular. Marie-Goretti Muhitira has details: 


{Muhitira] The Francophone delegates was sent by their 
organization to Burundi, which is a member country, on 
a mission to back peace in Burundi. The mission was 
aimed at showing solidarity and support to Burundi 
touched by crisis, and identify fields in which the Fran- 
cophone community can bring prior aid and contribu- 
tion for establishment of peace and to strengthen democ- 
racy. [sentence as heard] 


Mr. Robert Dossou, who headed the delegation, made a 
strong appeal to the press, the international press in 
particular, so that it can make a fair report on events 
occurring in Africa. For Burundian press, he said it 
should play a pedagogic role to strengthen national unity 
and democracy. For the international press, mainly the 
Western press, he said that if they have to report only on 
sad events in Africa, they had better not do any report at 
all on the continent. He indicated that the report of the 
delegation on Burundi after the visit will emphasize 
sensitization to peace and education of all adults and 
young people. The Burundi people has to ask the inter- 
national com munity to help it in the reconstruction task. 


The foreign minister of the Central African Republic 
[CAR], on his part, has denied the rumors stating that 
Hutu militiamen undergo military training in his 
country. He argued that his country, which recently 
engaged on the democratic way, cannot back people 
intending to take power by force. He pointed out, 
however, that among the 40,000 refugees present in the 
CAR, 1.4 percent of them are Burundians and Rwan- 
dans. The Burundians are pupils and students. 


In a press release issued at the end of the mission, the 
delegates condemned those who destabilize the country 
from out or inside the country. They also expressed 
concern about the situation of the youth and expressed 
the wish for its education and training. They assumed 
also that the question of displaced persons and refugees 
must have urgent solutions. 
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Official Said Tortured in ‘Tilegal Prison’ 
EA1404210795 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in English 1745 GMT 14 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] An illegal prison has been 
discovered this afternoon at Kamenge, where people are 
tortured and blinded. 


The latest case is the torture of a senior government 
official, who has preferred to remain anonymous. He 
was captured by a group of three armed men last 
Saturday, 8 April. He was then sentenced to torture on 
charges of looking like a Tutsi, talking and drinking with 
Tutsi people and the military. One of his eyes has been 
seriously injured. He has been released, thanks to a 
friend of his, but has been compelled to pay a fine of 
20,000 Burundi francs. 


Worthy of mention is also the fact that gunfires have 
been heard while the police were trying to reach the area 
where other people were reportedly detained. I recall that 
a similar illegal detention house was discovered a few 
months ago in the same suburb of Kamenge. 


Hutu Opposition Group Calls For Armed Uprising 
AB1604165595 Paris AFP in French 1402 GMT 
16 April 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Kinshasa, 16 Apr (AFP)—Jean 
Simbarakiye, the representative in Kinshasa of the 
National Council for the Defense of Democracy in 
Burundi [CNDD], a Hutu opposition group, declared 
yesterday that the Burundian people “should one day, 
legitimately, rise up against the philosophy of govern- 
ment in Bujumbura, through the use of arms.” 


Speaking at a news conference in Zaire, Mr. Simbarak- 
iye, who called for the uprising ‘through the use of 
arms,” said “the people had exhausted all the fora and 
overtures for peace which would enable them to have a 
legitimate government.” He is considered to be the 
right-hand man of former Interior Minister Leonard 
Nyangoma, a Hutu extremist, who went underground 
after rejecting the idea of power sharing between the 
Burundian Hutu majority and the Tutsi minority. 


However, Mr. Simbarakiye described the CNDD as “‘a 
movement of democratic struggle” which comprises all 
members of “parties, political associations, and even 
individuals who managed to escape being taken hostage 
by the 21 October 1993 coup plotters.” President Me!- 
chior Ndadaye, a Hutu, was killed in that abortive coup. 


Mr. Simbarakiye also called for the “restoration of 
political institutions,” which correspond to the “will of 
the people, the only source of legitimacy in govern- 
ment.” Finally, he stated that the “CNDD cannot in any 
way ally itself with any Hutu extremist group since there 
are a number of Tutsi democrats among its prominent 
members, who embraced the principles of democracy at 
its true value at the opportune time. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-073 
17 April 1995 


Council Resolution 955, you know. They should not 
have to appear in public, these people anyway. They are 
criminals. 


“So, what we are frankly afraid of is the training in the 
camps; to the youths and also to the former Army. You 
have seen it, and they are eating the food you are giving 
them.” 


[Announcer] Mr. (Urassa), the UNHCR representative 
to Rwanda, on his part, pointed out that it’s the respon- 
sibility of the country hosting the refugees to separate 
criminals from innocent refugees. 


{Urassa] “Conventions are very clear; that a person, for 
example, who is outside because he has committed 
crimes of genocide is not a refugee, and does not qualify 
for refugee status. But you see we work with govern- 
ments. UNHCR is not a government, has no police force, 
has no way of doing certain things. Our work is purely 
humanitarian. Now, here we come into a situation of 
what are the responsibilities of the country of asylum. It 
is a responsibility of the country of asylum. It is also a 
responsibility of the country of asylum to ensure that 
there are no political activities guing on inside a refugee 
camp, or military training going on inside a refugee 
camp.” 


[Announcer] The Rwandese minister for internal affairs 
and communal development, Seth Sendashonga, on his 
part, said that the UNHCR should play an important 
role in the separation process. 


{Sendashonga] ‘‘Of course, the government of asylum is 
under obligation to help you improve the security, but 
there are some things you have to do by yourself. When 
you know that people who come to incite others, to train, 
to hate, and to plan attacks are operating in your camps, 
which in some regard is under your jurisdiction as well, 
I think you have to make some conclusions and go by 
what you think is an honest attitude. And, frankly 
speaking, I see with no sympathy at all no any attempt to 
hide from any arguments or any international conven- 
tions. [sentence as heard] International conventions are 
very clear, and as long as you accept your mandate of 
helping the refugees under certain set rules, I think there 
should be a demonstrated effort on the part of the 
UNHCR to make sure that those regulations and those 
conventions are followed. And, as the prime minister 
rightly put it, if you find that the government of asylum 
is not helping you, then, I think, the UNHCR would only 
be honest by saying: We cannot condone what is going on 
here, therefore we are leaving. You still have refugees 
around the world to help, and you still have Rwandese 
refugees who may, by that action of yours, decide to pull 
back from those camps accessible to inciters and then go 
to other more peaceful camps, from which you could 
help them still.” 
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UN Reports Further Incursions From Zaire 
EA1404211195 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 1800 
GMT 14 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] UN human rights observers in 
Rwanda have reported an increasing number of human 
rights violations related to sporadic incursions con- 
ducted from the Zairian territory against Rwanda. About 
10 people have been killed in these attacks since the end 
of January, said Mr. William Clarence, the UN high 
com missioner for human rights in Rwanda. Mr. William 
Clarence added that yesterday another incursion 
occurred, claiming more victims, and that the UN 
human rights observer team working in Gisenyi was 
investigating this recent incursion, as it had already done 
for previous Cases. 


There are various motives behind these attacks. Reports 
from human rights agencies operating on the shores of 
Lake Kivu consider that there are two main reasons: 
first, for political motives, they kill to punish those who 
return to Rwanda from the camps in Zaire without the 
permission of those in charge of the camps. They kill 
people whom they suspect of cooperating with the 
Rwandan Government, for example, those who surren- 
dered their arms or gave information on those wio 
prepared and perpetrated the genocide. 


Second, there is the economic motive: to steal cattle, 
money, radios and clothes. Mr. Clarence stressed that the 
increasing number of these incursions were becoming a 
major obstacle for the UN human rights observer mis- 
sion in Rwanda. 


) eee Protest French, Belgian ‘Genocide’ 


EA1404195095 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 1915 
GMT 13 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] As the week of national 
mourning entered its seventh day, Rwandese nationals 
today participated in a peaceful march to demonstrate 
against the role of France, Belgium, and Radio RTLM 
[Radio-Television des Milles Collines] in last year’s 
genocide that claimed more than 1 million lives. The 
demonstration was headed by a human rights associa- 
tion. It began at 1430 at the French Cultural Center and 
proceeded to the French Embassy. The march proceeded 
to the former building that housed Radio RTLM and 
went on to the Belgian Embassy and ended at Hotel 
Diplomate. 


France supplied arms and training personnel to the 
{word indistinct] Interahamwe [pro-Republican 
National Movement for Democracy and Development 
militia] that carried out last year’s massacres on Tutsis 
and moderate Hutus. Radio RTLM played an important 
role inflaming ethnic hatred and called upon the Hutu 
population to massacre Tutsis and any Hutu that did not 
comply with the government policy of extermination. 
Belgians, who were at one time colonial masters, have 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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also been blamed in preparing the ground for genocide 
by widening the gap between Hutus and Tutsis. 


Some placards read: “Justice delayed is justice denied,” 
“We demand immediate arrest and trial of RTLM 
proprietors and journalists wherever they are,” “Mitter- 
rand the murderer.” 


During the march, the demonstrators stopped at the 
French ambassador’s residence where the demonstrators 
read a message denouncing the support by the French 
Government toward Habyarimana’s regime in planning 
and implementing the genocide. It said that France 
should express an official apology to the Rwandese 

le. As the demonstrators arrived at the former 
Radio RTLM station, they stopped to reflect on the role 
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that the radio played in the preparation of the genocide 
by [word indistinct] ethnic hatred among Rwandese. 


The minister of information, Jean-Baptiste Nkuliyin- 
goma, used the opportunity to condemn the destructive 
role of Radio RTLM and cautioned the press against any 
information aimed at dividing the Rwandese people. 
The demonstrators concluded their march at Hotel Dip- 
lomate which the self-proclaimed government of Mr. 
Jean Kambanda had used as a headquarters. [passage 
omitted] 


[Kigali Radio Rwanda in French at 1800 GMT on 13 April 
in a similar report adds: “About 15,000 people took part in 
the march. The week of national mourning to commemo- 
rate genocide victims will end on Saturday, 14 April.”’] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Nation ‘Caught in the Middle’ on NPT Extension 
MB1504143095 Johannesburg WEEKEND STAR in 
English 15-16 Apr 95 p 3 


[Report by Peter Fabricius] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Washington— Foreign Minister 
Alfred Nzo will spell out South Africa’s position on the 
extension of the 25-year-old Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) when he addresses a major conference to 
review its status at the United Nations next week. 


The United States is now confident that it has the 
support of the majority of NPT signatories to extend the 
treaty indefinitely and unconditionally at next week’s 
review conference. 


The NPT is designed to stop the spread of nuclear 
weapons, allowing only the five nations which had nuclear 
weapons when the treaty was signed in 1986 to keep them, 
and preventing all others from acquiring them. 


A major bloc of developing nations, led by the Non- 
Aligned Movement (NAM), oppose the US and want the 
NPT to he extended for a fixed period, conditional on 
the US and other nuclear-weapons states meeting their 
treaty obligations by making a greater effort to dismantle 
their nuclear arsenals and transfer peaceful technology to 
the Third World. 


South Africa, caught in the middle as an NAM member and 
also a sophisticated nuclear state with membership in the 
Nuclear Suppliers Group, has not yet declared its position. 


But it has been lobbying hard to secure a compromise that 
would win the greatest possible support, proposing that the 
treaty be extended for an indefinite number of fixed 
periods, automatically renewable unless a majority of NPT 
countries make a deliberate decision to terminate it. 


The US does not see this as a compromise and South 
Africa may be reconsidering its stance. Some sources in 
the anti-nuclear community believe South Africa is 
ready to back the U.S. but the Government is playing its 
cards very close to its chest. 


After months of intense international lobbying, 
including personal letters from President Bill Clinton 
and Gulf War hero General Colin Powell to President 
Mandela, the Clinton administration is sounding 
increasingly optimistic about the outcome of the four- 
week conference that opens on Monday [17 April]. 


“I will say the outlook is quite favourable and is getting 
more favourable,” said John Holum, director of the 
Arms Control and Disarmament Agency. 


A simple majority of the 87 signatories is required to 
make the agreement permanent. That goal may rise by 
one or two if, as expected, more countries join the NPT 
between now and mid-May when the vote is taken. 


Holum said this week the US had firm commitments 
from more than 80 countries 
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President Again Fires Winnic Mandcia From Post 


MB1404134295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1152 
GMT 14 Apr 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria April 14 SAPA— Mrs. 
Winnie Mandela was fired from her ministerial post by 
President Nelson Mandela on Friday [14 April] for the 
second time, two days after she was reinstated because 
the first dismissal was considered technically invalid. 


“After due reflection I have decided in accordance with 
the powers vested in me by the constitution to terminate 
Mrs Winnie Mandela’s appointment and to appoint Mrs 
Brigitte Mabandla to the post of deputy minister of arts, 
culture, science and technology,” President Mandela 
said in a statement. 


This will take effect on Tuesday, April 18. 


Mrs Mandela, fired two weeks ago from her deputy 
ministerial post, launched a court action on Monday to 
have her dismissal declared unlawful and unconstitu- 
tional. She was reinstated on Wednesday but was not 
expected to hold the position for longer than it took to 
close the legal loopholes that had allowed her to cause 
embarrassment in government circles. 


“T have considered afresh the continued appointment of 
Mrs Nomzamo Winnie Mandela to the post of deputy 
minister of arts, culture, science and technology. I have 
done so at the earliest opportunity after my return from 
the visit abroad, to minimise any uncertainties and 
confusion which her dismissal and reinstatement might 
cause her, the departments concerned, the government 
and the country,” Mr Mandela said on Friday. 


“T have also had the opportunity to consult fully with the 
deputy presidents and the leader of the Inkatha Freedom 
Party; and considered the papers filed in her court 
application for reinstatement. I wish to add that the 
appointment of ministers and deputy ministers, more 
particularly those from the ranks of my own organisa- 
tion, constitutes a political decision,” Mr Mandela said. 


The president said he had made the decision after 
“weighing up a myriad of factors which may or may not 
be related to the incumbent”. 


The overriding consideration was what he believed was 
necessary in pursuit of good government and the inter- 
ests of the country as a whole. 


“There is no requirement for reasons behind such deci- 
sions to be made public. Such a precedent would impact 
negatively on the ability of the executive to govern well 
and wisely. I would once again wish to thank Mrs 
Mandela for the service she has rendered to the govern- 
ment. I sincerely hope that this action will help her to 
reflect and improve on her conduct in positions of 
leadership,” Mr Mandela said. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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ANC Supports N. Mandela’s Decision 


MB1404135395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1241 
GMT 14 Apr 95 


[Statement issued by Ronnie Mamoepa “on behalf of the 
ANC” on 14 April; place not given] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] “The ANC gives its unequiv- 
ocal support for President Nelson Mandela’s decision to 
terminate Mrs Winnie Mandela’s appointment and to 
appoint Ms Brigitte Mabandla to the post of deputy 
minister of arts, culture, science and technology. 


“The president’s decision, taken after consultations with 
the deputy presidents and the leader of the IFP [Inkatha 
Freedom Party], will most certainly remove any uncer- 
tainties that may have arisen in the government and the 
country over the past few days. 


“In this context, the ANC reiterates its view that Presi- 
dent Mandela has taken this step in the interests of good 
governance and discipline amongst elected representa- 
tives of the people. 


“The ANC wishes to remind all its elected representa- 
tives of the fundamental principle of our lideration 
movement that no individuals, regardless of prestige, 
popularity or track record, should stand above the basic 
norms of discipline. 


“‘We believe that it is the prerogative of the president to 
appoint or dismiss members of cabinet after due political 
consideration. To this end, the ANC extends congratula- 
tions to Ms Brigitte Mabandla on her new appointment as 
deputy minister of arts, culture, science and technology.” 


NP Says Country’s Image Hurt by Saga 
MB1404174495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1713 
GMT 14 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town April 14 SAPA— 
The National Party said on Friday [14 April] South 
Africa’s image had suffered over the sacking of former 
deputy minister of arts, science and technology, Mrs 
Winnie Mandela, but trusted the “distasteful saga” was 
now over. Party spokesman, Mr Danie du Plessis told 
SAPA, “the entire affair of her reappointment and her 
dismissal left a very poor impression of the ANC’s 
management style in government. South Africa’s image 
has suffered just as much in the past two days as it did 
with the protracted process during which Mrs Mandela 
so often successfully challenged the ANC leadership.” 


Winnie ‘Snubbed’ at Hani Mcmorial Ceremony 
MB1604191795 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in 


English 16 Apr 95 p 1 
[Report by Ray Hartley] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Winnie Mandela, the twice 
sacked Deputy Minister of Arts and Culture, was 
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snubbed and publicly chastised by the ANC’s inner circle 
yesterday at a ceremony to unveil the tombstone of the 
late Chris Hani. 


A day after being fired from the cabinet for the second 
time, she arrived more than 30 minutes late at Boks- 
burg’s South Park cemetery to find no seat had been set 
aside for her on the podium. Embarrassed aides finally 
managed to seat her near the back—outside the tent 
erected to provide cover for dignitaries. Her arrival was 
not marked by even a ripple of applause. Instead, the 
ANC’s political elite closed ranks around President 
Nelson Mandela at the gathering. 


A few minutes. after she was seated, the premier of 
Gauteng, Tokyo Sexwale, lashed out at those who had 
criticised the government for failing to deliver change. 


One of the reasons Mrs Mandela lost her job was her 

criticism of the government. Only days before 
she was fired the first time, she told an audience in Port 
Elizabeth: ‘“‘Nothing has changed. In fact, your struggle 
seems much worse than it was when the fight was against 
the Boers.” 


Mr Sexwale said: “Things have changed. When Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela can feed four million children 
under the reconstruction and development programme, 
we call that change. [no closing quotes as published.” } 


The general secretary of the SA Communist Party, 
Charles Naqakula, said in a veiled reference to Mrs 
Mandela: ‘‘Comrade Chris Hani was popular, but he was 
never a populist. He was a militant on behalf of the 
poorest of the poor, not on behalf of his own career.” 
Referring to Mrs Mandela’s use of an affidavit by 
Inkatha leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi in court papers 
contesting her firing, he asked: ‘“‘Can you imagine this 
immensely modest and principled man (Mr Hani) calling 
on the most dubious politicians for support in an effort 
to advance his career?’ 


Mrs Mandela, who is president of the ANC Women’s 
League, was also cold shouldered during the wreath- 
laying ceremony. Adelaide Tambo—who recently 
resigned from the league over Mrs Mandela’s proposed 
Road to Freedom tourism venture—and Albertina 
Sisulu laid wreaths, while Mrs Mandela remained seated. 


A close friend and political ally of Mr Hani, the former 
deputy minister was uncharacteristically subdued. 


The Mandelas did not exchange greetings. As Mrs Man- 
dela approached the podium afterwards, the president 
left via a side exit. 


In his speech, Mr Mandela made no reference to his 
decision to fire her. 


Other ANC leaders at the ceremony were Deputy Presi- 
dent Thabo Mbeki, the former deputy president of the 
ANC, Walter Sisulu, the ANC secretary-general, Cyril 
Ramaphosa, and Mr Hani’s widow, Limpho Hani. 


This report may contain copyrighted material., Copying and dissemination 
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Top Commumist Party Leader Discusses Goals 
MB1404175995 Johannesburg WEEKLY MAIL & 
GUARDIAN in English 13-20 Apr 95 p 9 


[Report by Mark Gevisser] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] You respect Blade Nzimande 
the way you do a Jack Russel terrier: both are compact, 
tenacious, intelligent, scrappy when provoked, affable 
once they get to know you, and intensely loyal to those 
they trust. 


At the last congress of the South African Communist Party 
[SACP], in 1991, he stood beside his homeboy Harry 
Gwala and led the vanguard cudgels against those—like 
Joe Slovo and Chris Hani—who would temper socialism 
by putting the word “democratic” before it. At the next 
congress of the SACP, last weekend, he was elected deputy- 
chairperson; if the Old Man, Ray Mhiaba, had stood down, 
he would have been chairperson. 


He has another chair: that of the parliamentary standing 
committee on education. He is as savvy a political 
operator as you will find on the ANC benches: last year, 
he averted potential Cabinet-caucus conflict by detecting 
that the draft of the White Paper on education had 
watered down basic ANC principles. Quietly, he stopped 
the printing of the document and negotiated to have it 
rewritten. 


By all accounts he is more powerful than the minister, Dr 
Sibusiso Bengu; some say Nelson Mandela is grooming 
him for the Cabinet. He turns 37 this weekend. 


And he lives through Marx, by Marx, in a way that 
makes you remember why the work of a 19th century 
German political philosopher still provides the most 
powerful language there is to critique the society we live 
in; and thus why so many of our cleverest politicians 
belong to the SACP. How Marxist theory can be so right 
and its practical application so wrong remains one of the 
conundrums of our age. 


Like most intelligent Marxists, Blade Nzimande 
embodies a difficult contradiction; one that teeters 
between rigour and rigidity. He is broad in his interests, 
deeply questioning in his approach, inherently sceptical 
of all systems of power and control, including the ones in 
which he now serves. And yet there is, ultimately, only 
one paradigm for looking at the world; only one language 
that makes sense. Only one word, really: class. 


He remembers the year, nay the very month, he discov- 
ered this. September 1980. He was an honours student in 
industrial psychology at the University of Natal, and a 
lecturer suggested he read a book on Marxist ideology. “I 
was immediately struck by the extent to which that text 
was talking about my own life experiences. I came from 
a depressed, poor part of Edendale, only two kilometres 
from where Harry (Gwala) lived. I grew up in a mud 
house with no water inside or outside and no electricity. 
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When I read this, it was like Marx and Marxists were 
writing about our conditions in Edendale at that partic- 
ular point in time. This is the main thing that continues 
to attract people to the SACP.” 


When talking about communism, Nzimande— detached, 
logical— makes of his own life story an artifact: he is the 
model proletarian, empowered through class conscious- 
ness. Later in our discussion, once we have left the cool, 
stony chambers of ideology and there are the unscientific 
skies and fields of emotion before us, it all comes out in 
a far more interesting way: 


When he was 13, his mother—a nursing assistant and 
single parent — fell ill and nearly died. “She gave me her 
purse; I was responsible now; I was the oldest child. I 
looked inside it and saw all she had in the world: just 
enough to buy some canned fish and bread.” 


That is how close Blade Nzimande came to being a 
card-carrying member of the Lost Generation. But 
miraculously, his mother survived and, on a salary of 
R80 [rands] a month, sent him to university — borrowing 
herself into impossible debt through stokvels [a type of 
communal charity] and playing the horses. 


It was 1976: he and his comrades burnt the university 
down and lost the year. His mother borrowed some 
more, gambled some more. He won a bursary. He 
worked and worked and worked. He discovered Marx 
and identified his class affiliation. He became a member 
of the intelligentsia: an African polymath of sorts in a 
white, leftie world, applying his theory to jabour, psy- 
chology, violence, politics and—in his PhD—to the 
establishment of a black petty bourgeoisie. He became 
involved in education when he set up the Education 
Policy Unit at the University of Natal in 1989. 


He came late to organised communism: in the same year 
he joined the underground structures of the SACP. What 
makes him so different from the previous generation of 
Party leaders is that he discovered his ideology not in 
Party schools in socialist countries; not mediated 
through the com missariat that ran the Angolan camps; 
but on his own. 


In one way, this gives him an interesting ideosyncracy — 
he might be rigid at times, but he confounds orthodox- 
ies—but in another, he typifies the new generation of 
South African communists: unlike people like Slovo and 
Hani, who had to grapple with the failures of institution- 
alised socialism, Nzimande has never experienced that 
disillusion firsthand. Even as he acknowledges that the 
collapse of the Soviet bloc has impacted on the policies 
of the SACP, he sees no need to ask, “Has socialism 
failed”’; it remains an unsullied and untested ideal. 


Thus, while still insisting that “democracy” and “equality” 
are cornerstones of socialism, the SACP of which Nzi- 
mande is now deputy- chairperson (and effective chief 
commissar) has now decided to call once more for “the 
socialisation of the predominant part of the economy”. 
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Socialist economic policy—conveniently bumped off the 
SACP agenda for the past few years by the priorities of 
negotiation and election—is back as the central SACP 
concern. Ask Blade Nzimande why there is still a Com- 
munist Party and he will reply: “‘We will not address 
poverty adequately for, as long as there is wealth in 
private hands. That is the basis for the continuation of 
the SACP.” 


His friend Ari Sitas, professor of sociology at the Uni- 
versity of Natal and his PhD supervisor, notes that 
“when Blade joined the SACP, he found a sort of liberal 
pastiche—iots of talk of glasnost and openness. He 
rebelled against it, feeling that everyone had forgotten 
about the basics, about class.” 


One of Nzimande’s more controversial stands was 
against the adulation of “civil society”, a category which 
he felt elided class differences. 


Likewise, he chides the ANC—correctly —for trying to be 
“more Zulu than Inkatha, a battle we cannot but lose”, 
when in fact ‘“‘we should be fighting a class battle against 
the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party], which is nothing more 
than party of a petty bourgeoisie that fears it will lose 
economic power in a democratic South Africa.” 


His radicalism is, by his own admission, shaped by war. 
“Blade found himself attracted to Harry Gwala” notes 
one ANC Natal source “because of a certain frustration 
with the concessions being made to the IFP. We were 
fighting on the frontlines while the negotiators were 
sipping tea at the World Trade Centre.” 


Even as he sits in Parliament, Nzimande dogs the IFP as 
few others do. ‘““You have to remember,” he says, “‘that I 
come from this war. My wife’s uncle’s entire family was 
wiped out. I personally felt that the ANC had, for too 
long, been too soft on the IFP, not dealing with it firmly 
enough when it threw its tantrums.” 


He has written that the IFP victory in KwaZulu/Natal 
“will probably go down as one of the largest frauds in the 
history of elections in our country. For their part, the 
members of the IFP parliamentary caucus regard Nzi- 
mande as their most strident and irritating critic. IFP 
MP Ziba Jiyane calls Nzimande’s most recent attack on 
the party—when he accused it of taking government 
funds to organise an imbizo [traditional Zulu rally 
addressed by the king]—”’an abuse of parliamentary 
privilege and utterly unfounded". 


There was a time when Nzimande was—or was per- 
ceived to be—one of “Harry’s boys”. When Gwala’s 
chief lieutenant, Reggie Hadebe, was murdered in 1992, 
Nzimande became deputy-chair of the Midlands region. 


Nzimande admits now that “I once really believed that 
we could defeat the IFP’s onslaught upon us militarily. 
But then I realised how the whole force of apartheid was 
rallied behind it, and that our only solution was to 
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position ourselves politically to defeat the apartheid 
regime as a way of ending the war.” 


And so, as Nzimande entered the national political stage, 
he and Gwala drifted apart— perhaps because the old 
man embarrassed the young politician; perhaps because 
the young politician was perceived by the old man to be 
either a threat or a sell-out or both. 


Nzimande did not stand for reelection to the deputy- 
chairship of the region in 1993 and, when it came to 
supporting a candidate for provincial leadership, he 
broke ranks with his region and threw his weight behind 
Jeff Radebe from Southern Natal. 


The relationship between Nzimande and Gwala reached 
an all-time low last year, when the former’s name 


appeared on a hit-list allegedly emanating from the 
latter, who was hence suspended from the SACP. 


Nzimande will not be drawn on the issue, saying only 
that “I still have a lot of respect for that old man, not 
only because of his sacrifice, but because he was 
someone from nowhere who became a formidable intel- 
lectual.”” Blade Nzimande comes from the same 
nowhere. He could be talking about himself. 


South African Press Review for 16 Apr 
MB1604193795 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


Communist Party Lacking Role, Identity—“‘The com- 
munist clothing in which the comrades of the South 
African Communist Party [SACP] paraded at their con- 
gress this past weekend seems rather ragged,” notes an 
editorial on page 12 of Johannesburg BEELD in Afri- 
kaans of 11 April. “The congress took a strong stand 
against the privatization of public enterprises, ...while the 
party’s Alec Erwin, who is also deputy minister of 
finance, made a strong plea for joint undertakings 
between the private and public sectors. That was poor 
camouflage for a stance that is diametrically opposed to 
the old communist ideology.” Contradictions of this 
kind “must necessarily have a paralyzing effect on a 
party. Elsewhere in the world it has already led to the 
collapse of communist dictatorships. For the SACP, the 
writing is also clearly on the wall. By its own admission 
at the congress, the party’s organization is in disarray, 
branches are ailing or disappearing, and it has no clear 
role within the ANC alliance. It is clear that those SACP 
members with an active role in the government are 
actually only paying lip service to the party....Under the 
cloak of the ANC alliance the SACP enjoys protection, 
but it is in the process of losing its identity. Yet it cannot 
afford to come out from under the cloak, because then 
the world would see what many already know—that in 
fact the comrades have no clothes.” 
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Police-Community Relations Need Improvement—A 
second editorial on the same page of the same issue of 
BEELD notes: “It is very important that the relationship 
between the police and the community be a healthy one. 
Any shortcoming in this relationship promotes crimi- 
nality. It is encouraging, therefore, that the latest survey 
by the Human Sciences Research Council indicates that 
almost 89 percent of the community say their relation- 
ship with the police has improved.” BEELD cautions, 
however: “To say that the relationship with the police 
has improved does not at all mean that the community is 
working well enough with the police. Such cooperation is 
essential to place the police in a position to make a 
significant difference in the fight against crime. There is 
a need for the community to demonstrate visibly its 
improved relationship with the police by becoming more 
involved in the fight against crime.” 


SUNDAY TIMES 


Suggestions for Improving Public Service— Government 
under the National Party “deeply entrenched an ethos of 
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self, rather than public, service,” begins an editorial on 
page 16 of the 16 April issue of the Johannesburg 
SUNDAY TIMES in English. Citing a number of strike 
actions by public workers—including nurses, teachers, 
police, and prison guards—that it judges to be a “betrayal 
of the notions of both service and duty ” the editorial asks: 
“What is to be done?’ In answer to this c.estion, it argues 
that “government must revisit the transitional provisions 
in the constitution which safeguard public service employ- 
ment.... The right of a government to retrench staff must be 
restored.” The number of public serv ants must be reduced, 
the editorial continues, and then government can consider 
improving their pay scale. The editorial suggests selective 
pay scales benefiting “highly skilled employees” and those 
in employment “categories in crisis—police, nursing, 
teachers, tax officials.” Finally, the editorial concludes, the 
government must improve the status of public employ- 
ment through training, show itself “willing and able to take 
action against anarchists and mavericks’; and, together 
with unions representing public workers, come to an 
understanding “about the limits of industrial action.” 
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Angola 
Savimbi, M UN Hold Talks i 
avimbi, M obutu, Envoys in 


MB1604152595 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 16 Apr 95 


(“Press communique” issued in Gbadolite, Zaire, on 
14 April] 

[FBIS Translated Text] A meeting hosted by His Excel- 
lency Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko Wa Za Banga, Zairian 
head of state, took place in Gbadolite, Zaire, on 14 April 
1995. The meeting was attended by Dr. Jonas Malheiro 
Savimbi, president of the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA], who was accompa- 
nied by members of his party’s political leadership; Mr. 
Alioune Blondin Beye, UN special representative in 
Angola; and His Excellency Mr. Amara Essy, Cote 
D'Ivoire foreign minister and president of the United 
Nations General Assembly, who is currently visiting 
Angola. Mr. Essy went to Gbadolite to deliver a message 
from His Excellency Mr. Henri Konan Bedie, president 
of the Republic of Cote D’Ivoire, to UNITA President 
Dr. Savimbi, who is currently visiting Gbadolite. 


During the talks, the Zairian head of state expressed 
great satisfaction at this historic event, which, because «f 
the personal presence of Dr. Savimbi, is a significant 
contribution to the Lusaka peace process. The Zairian 
head of state thanked Dr. Savimbi for his visit and 
expressed great satisfaction with all the bilateral meet- 
ings they held since 12 April 1995. 


Dr. Savimbi expressed his happiness to see President 
Mobutu Sese Seko once again, whom he had not seen for 
the past three years. After thanking the Cote D'Ivoire 
foreign minister and the UN special representative in 
Angola for their presence, Dr. Savimbi spoke of his long 
fight for national liberation and stressed the following: 


A. His party’s irreversible support of the peace process in 
Angola. 

B. The reiterated acceptance of the 1992 election results 
and the institutions resulting from it. 


C. The urgent need to hold a direct and fraternal 
dialogue with His Excellency Mr. Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos, president of the Republic of Angola, in order to 
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consolidate the terms of the Lusaka Peace Protocol in 
the search for the best ways to achieve the necessary 
national reconciliation. The UNITA president reaf- 
firmed his readiness to hold this meeting, which is being 
prepared by government and UNITA delegations in 
Luanda. 


D. While reaffirming his support for a political solution 
to the Angolan crisis, the UNITA pres:dent expressed 
the desire to see his brothers in Luanda resolutely and 
sincerely pursue this path, which is the only alternative. 
While expressing satisfaction for the constant assistance 
from the United Nations—such as, for example, the 
arrival of the Blue Helmets—he stressed that peace in 
Angola is first and foremost the responsiblity of the 
Angolan people. 

On behalf of the international community and the UN 
secretary general, Cote D'Ivoire Foreign Minister Amara 
Essy and UN special representative in Angola Alioune 
Blondin expressed satisfaction with this new contribu- 
tion, which is undoubtely a decisive step toward a 
meeting between the president of the Republic of Angola 
and President Savimbi, which is so much desired by the 
Angolan people and the international community. 


The augumented meeting was followed by bilateral meet- 
ings to consider the future stages of the Angolan peace 
process for national reconciliation. 


The UNITA president, the Cote D’Ivoire foreign min- 
ister, and the special representative of the UN secretary 
general in Angola thanked the Zairian head of state for 
the exemplary organization of the meeting and the 
excellent African hospitaly accorded them. 


[Issued] Gbadolite, 14 April 1995 


Savimbi To Meet President ‘Before May’ 


MB1504133795 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1300 GMT 15 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Jonas Savimbi, leader of the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA], said in Gbadolite, Zaire, that he may meet 
Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos before May. 
Savimbi yesterday met Zairian President Mobutu Sese 
Seko, UN Special Representative Alioune Blondin Beye, 
and Essy Amara, Coie D'Ivoire foreign minister and UN 
General Assembly president. Savimbi told the press that 
the meeting will take place before the arrival of the Blue 
Helmets in Angola scheduled to arrive early May. 


This 
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Government, Tuareg Rebcis Sign Peace Accord 
AB1504173995 Paris AFP in English 1711 GMT 
15 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ouagadougou, April 15 
(AFP)— The Niger Government and an umbrella organ- 
isetion representing Tuareg rebels Saturday [15 April] 
initialled an accord ending three years of fighting in the 
Wesi African country. 


The accord was initialled around 2 p.m. local time (1400 
GMT) in Burkina Faso’s capital Ouagadougou. Under 
the agreement, a definitive ceasefire goes into effect at 
midnight local time (2300 GMT) following the signing. 


A final peace accord will be signed in the Niger capital 
Niamey on April 24. 


‘Lhe ceremony at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs fol- 
lowed a marathon last round of talks which iasted for 
over 12 hours overnight. 


Peace talks had resumed on March 29. Between 
November 1991 and September 1994 the conflict 
claimed 150 lives, according to official figures. 


The pact was initialled for the government delegation by 
its leader Mai Maigana and by the leader of Tuareg 
representative body the Organisation of Armed Resis- 
tance (ORA) Rissa ag Boula for the various rebel groups. 


The representatives of three mediating countries— 
Algeria, Burkina Faso and France—also initialled the 
document. 


Highlights of Agreemeat Report«d 
AB 1504203795 Ouagadougou Radiodiffusion Nationale 
du Burkina Radio in French 1900 GMT 15 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Niger Government and the 
Organization of the Armed Resistance [ORA] have 
finally succeeded in signing an agreement in Ouaga- 
dougou for establishing a lasting peace in Niger. After a 
four-year war that brought bloodshed to the northern 
part of the country, the two sides have finally decided to 
use dialogue to achieve peace and reconciliation. The 
signing ceremony took place in the presence of the prime 
minister, the mediators in the Tuareg conflict, and 
representatives of the two sides. Correspondent Ali 
Sawadogo reports on the highlights of the agreement: 


[Begin Sawadogo recording] The prime aim of «his 
agreement is to create all necessary conditions for Niger 
to regain peace and stability within the next few months. 
As the agreement stated, this can only be achieved 
through a lasting cease-fire that will come into force on 
the day following the signing of the agreement, that is, on 
25 April at midnight. Still, as part of efforts to achieve 
this peace, the two sides also decided to set up a special 
peace committee, to be based in Niamey, and whose task 
will be, among others, to ensure the implementation of 
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the agreement and to start the disarming of the combat- 
ants and the recovering of all weapons, munitions, and 
war equipment. This is a difficult task, in which the 
peace com mittee will have to be supported by a group of 
military observers, which are to be provided by the 
mediating countries. A general amnesty will also be 
granted to ORA elements and the defense and security 
forces, as well as to civil servants, for all acts committed 
as part of the conflict. Also, a national reconciliation day 
will be instituted by the government, in memory of 
victims of the conflict, and those of the May 1990 events. 
At the level of the organization of the defense and 
security forces, the agreement provides for the setting up 
of units with special military status in the Air, Azaouak, 
and (Kaouar) regions. These units will be responsible for 
maintaining order and public security. The government 
also commits itself to reinstating within the Army, 4s 
well as within public service, demobilized elements of 
the ORA. The agreement also stated that all conditions 
will be created to encourage the economic, social, and 
cultural development of all the country’s regions, in 
particular the northern part, which has partly been 
(?destroyed). Transportation, communications, tourism, 
hotel accommodations, and handicrafts will be pro- 
moted and developed. As part of its efforts to ensure fair 
geographical distribution of infrastructures and equip- 
ment, the government commits itself to supporting a 
policy of decentralization in the area of territorial devel- 
opment. [end recording] 


Taureg Leader Discusses Provisions 
LD1604175695 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 16 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Our guest is Rissa Ag Boula, the 
president o{ the Organization of the Armed Resistance 
[ORA], who headed the Tuareg rebel delegation at the 
Ouagadougou negotiations, which led yesterday to a 
peace agreement with the Government of Niger. 


Ag Boula, who was interviewed by Moussa Kaka, talked 
first about the contents of that agreement: 


[Begin recording] [Ag Boula] The agreement we signed 
yesterday makes provisions for a number of clauses, the 


most important ones being quite obviously...[pauses] it 
contains the clauses on the law about the (?freedom to 
administrate) territorial authorities, which was already 
included in the Ouagadougou 2 agreement. 


It also makes provision for the integration of the 
units...[pauses] of the ORA fighters into the Niger Army 
and the creation of special units in Air and Azaouak and 
Kaouar, as well as, quite obviously, clauses on the 
economic, social, and cultural development of the 
northern regions. Broadly speaking, these are the three 
main points of this agreement. 


[Kaka] How is this agreement going to be implemented 
by the two sides? 
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[Ag Boula, Well, we have already made provision for a 
special peace committee in the agreement. It will coor- 
dinate...[pauses] it will see to the practical implementa- 
tion of the various clauses of the agreement. This 
committee, which includes the two sides, that is, the 
government and the ORA on an equal basis, and the 
mediators, that is, the three mediating countries: Algeria, 
Burkina Faso, and France. These are the bodies that will 
see to the implementation of this agreement. 


[Kaka] Do you think that one of your movements may 
challenge the Ouagadougou agreement? 


[Ag Boula] Well, for the time being in any case the six 
movements that make up the ORA are signatory to this 
agreement. I do not think on the other hand that there 
are other movements that are going to challenge this 
agreement. 


[Kaka] Well, Mr. Rissa, what has been planned for the 
armed Arab militia, which is currently on the ground 
around Abala? 


[Ag Boula] You know the issue of the militias or armed 
groups has already been solved by the Ouagadougou 2 
agreement of 9 October 1994 and, according to this 
agreement, it is up to the Government of Niger to disarm 
these groups and to put an end to their activities, these 
groups or militias. Concerning the current agreement- 
...[pauses] the final agreement that we initialled yes- 
terday includes the same clause that was included in the 
Ouagadougou 2 agreement and insists on the disarma- 
ment of those groups by the government, and the special 
peace committee, which will be set up to see to that 
disarmament. 


[Kaka] Has the Niger Government given you every 
guarantee in that respect? 


[Ag Boula] The Niger Government is a signatory to this 
agreement. It has agreed to this clause, and I think this is 
the only guarantee it can give. It has always said that 
these groups, gangs, or militias and so on, are self- 
defense groups. Given that it is signing peace there is no 
reason why it should uphold them, there is no reason 
why it should not disarm them. 


[Kaka] This will be my last question. What will be the 
future of your fighters there? 


[Ag Boula] Our fighters...[pauses] the agreement makes 
provision for their future because not only will s »me be 
integrated into the forces of defense and security, | ut all 
those who are civil servants or state employees will also 
be reintegrated. Those who do not have this status will be 
recruited into the public service, projects and non- 
government organizations, so this agreement makes pro- 
vision for the arrival of demobilized fighters. Of course, 
this will not be done overnight, this is a long-term 
process. The government side will find ways of inte- 
grating troops into various economic sectors as we 
demobilize them. 
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{[Kaka] Mr. Rissa, do you think that the agreement 
signed in Ouagadougou is going to be used as an example 
to solve the Malian problem? 


[Ag Boula] I think so. What we have just signed here is 
going to be used as an experiment, as an example, as a 
starting point for our Malian brothers who were at the time 
Signatories of the Malian national pact and who now 
believe that this pact does not meet the concerns and the 
expectations of both sides. We believe that we can give 
this...[pauses] our initiative can be...[pauses] our brothers 
of the Azaouad should be inspired by the spirit of our 
initiative to try and solve the Tuareg issue in Mali. As far 
as we are concerned in the ORA we have not spared any 
effort to try and bring our brothers in Mali to move toward 
dialogue and to follow our example. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Military Denies ‘60 to 80° Soldiers Executed 


AB1604 183295 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 16 Apr 95 


[From the ‘‘Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria’s military government 
is alleged to have executed between 60 and 80 soldiers in 
the wake of the plot to overthrow the ruling council 
headed by General Sani Abacha earlier this year. A story 
in today’s LONDON OBSERVER newspaper claims the 
executions took place a month ago near the Nigerian 
capital, Abuja, and it quotes witnesses who claimed to 
have seen the soldiers being taken to their deaths. For an 
official response to the report, we called up Brigadier 
General Fred Chijuka, the spokesman of the defense 
headquarters in Lagos and on the line, Barnaby Philips 
asked him what he made of the OBSERVER story. 


[Begin recording] [Chijuka] My reaction to it is that it is 
untrue and very wicked. 


[Philips] Was anybody, in fact, executed after this coup 
attempt last month? 


[Chijuka] Well, the chief of defense staff, who is Major 
General Abubakar, had addressed the world press to tell 
them that from our investigations that only 29 people 
were being held and are still being investigated. So, one 
can not imagine where those 60 to 80 were kept for secret 
execution. So, what I am saying now is that it is not 
possible. That figure is what we still have today and that 
is what we are investigating, you know, but this one to 
me is completely out of it and irresponsible journalism. 
It didn’t happen, because I believe that not a soldier will 
be shot for any act of sabotage in this military that I will 
not know [about], let alone a [word indistinct] of 60 to 80 
noncom missioned officers. Sixty to 80—in this country? 
It is not possible. 


[Philips] The journalist quotes witnesses who saw a 
convoy just outside Abuja carrying prisoners toward the 
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lower (Asuma Dam) and said that the prisoners were in 
poor condition. Do you have any information on that? 


(Chijuka] Please, let them come, then we will go there 
together. Or won’t we have any sign where those people 
must have been killed? Even if you use all the oceans of 
the world to wash it, there should be some traces. As I 
said before, it is pure figment of imaginatioa and very 
wicked. Very wicked. 


[Philips] So, what has happened to those 29 people who 
were arrested in March? 


[Chijuka] We said that a board of inquiry has been set 
up. This board of inquiry is still sitting, because we 
believe that this is the most crucial part of the investi- 
gation to find out the depth of everybody’s involvement. 
It is when everything is put together that you know the 
extent of involvement of each and every one of them 
before you can set up a tribunal. So, it is still a long 
process. It is still a long process. 


[Philips] Are suspects being tortured as the OBSERVER 
alleges? 


{Chijuka] I am not sure if anybody is being tortured. 
Nobody, to my knowledge, was tortured. 


[Philips] Now, this story which is carried in a prominent 
London newspaper. Why would it be in anybody’s 
interest to make this story up, as you claim? 


(Chijuka] Well, I don’t know. They have been saying a 
lot of other damaging things against the country, against 
the Nigerian military, and only God knows why they are 
doing that, but we know the military is doing its best to 
make sure that things are put in proper form before they 
finally check out. I believe it is just the wicked plan of 
some people who do not wish this country well. They are 
very few, but they are able to reach those who can help to 
give prominence to what they are saying and that is why 
this kind of thing can come up in such a respected 
newspaper which I now believe is going down the drain. 
{end recording] 


Senior Officer Dismissed for Role in Coup Plot 
AB1404141695 Paris AFP in English 1140 GMT 
14 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 14 Apr (AFP)—The 
officer in charge of a Nigerian mechanised division, 
Colonel Lawan Gwadabe, has been replaced after he was 
implicated in an alleged coup plot against the junta, 
newspaper repor's said Friday {14 April]. 


The independent dailies, TRIBUNE and CHAMPION, 
said that Gwadabe had been relieved of his duties as 
commander of the 23rd Mechanised Division at Yola in 
the eastern Adamawa State and replaced by Colonel 
Micah Gaya. 


Gwadabe was named in press reports at the beginning of 
March as one of the 29 military officers and civilians 
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General Sani Abacha’s junta said it had arrested in 
connection with a coup plot it claimed to have uncov- 
ered. Reports of his replacement have not been officially 
confirmed. 


The newspapers said Gaya took over in a brief ceremony 
conducted by the state’s military administrator, Mus- 
tapha Ismaila, where an unnamed senior officer gave 
Gwadabe’s abrupt departure as the reason, without 
giving details. 


Armed Forces chief of staff General Abdul Salam 
Abubakar announced the 29 arrests on March 10, saying 
the suspects had been planning to oust the regime on 
March 1. A former military governor of Niger State, 
Gwadabe recently also served on detachment under a 
defence pact as chief of staff of the Armed Forces in 
Gambia. He was recalled after a military coup in the 
small West African nation last year. 


Sierra Leone 


Government Troops Rout Rebels Near Freetown 


AB1504195795 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 15 Apr 95 


[From the ‘‘Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Fighting has been continuing in 
Sierra Leone along the main road out of the capital, 
Freetown. In the past couple of weeks, rebels of the RUF 
[Revolutionary United Front] have been mounting raids 
along the highway, ever closer to the city. Last weekend, 
they struck at Newton, barely 25 miles away. The govern- 
ment makes light of it, claiming that they are isolated 
attacks, but mopping up the rebels and seeking out and 
destroying their bases obviously requires major military 
operations. From Freetown, Victor Silva telexed this 
report: 

The bodies of seven rebels have been found after gov- 
ernment troops yesterday launched strikes against rebel 
assembly points about 27 miles outside the capital. 
Military sources confirmed that helicopter gunships 
flying over Freetown had been on missions to destroy 
rebel positions. According to a spokesman, the military 
moved in after intelligence reports that the rebels were 
assembling near a town called Fokpo, which is five miles 
from Newton, in the peninsular area. An Army 
spokesman told me today that the operation had been 
successful so far. He claimed that the Army was involved 
in a broad, sweeping operation to remove rebel groups 
who had been threatening to advance on the capital. In 
the past, the rebels have often staged successful attacks 
during feasted seasons [as heard] and many suspect that 
they intended to launch a spectacular attack over the 
Easter holiday period. 


In another development, government forces operating in 
the Tondola area of Kailahun District are reported to 
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have engaged a rebel group that was heading for Seg- 
uema, in the east of the country. The government claims 
to have killed eight rebels and captured several more. 
The government says that one of their men was killed 
and another wounded. 


Meanwhike, efforts to get the Sierra Leone Government 
and RUF rebels together mounted by the United 
Nations, the Commonwealth, the OAU, and others have 
so far borne no fruit. Now, we've been called up by Hami 
Taki, a political name from Sierra Leone’s past. He 
currently lives in Atlanta, Georgia, in the United States 
of America, and is founder of a group of Sierra Leoneans 
calling themselves the Organization to Stop the War in 
Sierra Leone. It was set up only two months ago. Jose- 
phine Hazely asked Hami Taki why they’d taken so long 
to get involved: 


[Begin recording] [Taki] That is because, in the first 
place, one had the impression the government had been 
(?in) control. That was the sort of information you had, 
that the rebel war had been won. So we had to wait to 
give the government a chance to resolve this fight, which 
has been exacerbated by certain policies undertaken by 
the government which, perhaps, did not quite meet the 
support of certain elements within the military, not to 
talk of the rebel forces that already existed. And here I 
am not trying to blame the government, but I am saying 
I personally supported this government and wanted to 
give them an opportunity to resolve the conflict. Now 
that it has reached this height, we can longer wait. 


[Hazely] Now, of course, bigger world bodies like the 
UN, the OAU, etc, etc, the Commonwealth, they have all 
tried to get the rebels to the conference table, but they 
have not succeeded. Why do you think you, a young 
organization like yourself, will succeed? 


[Taki] Because it is a Sierra Leone organization. Sierra 
Leone does not belong to the UN, not to any other 
international organization, inasmuch as we are members 
of these organizations. [sentence as heard] It is our duty 
first and foremost to seek to resolve conflicts, because it 
is we the disaster has affected, not the OAU, not the UN, 
not the Commonwealth Secretariat, inasmuch as we 
appreciate their help. And I believe that we can do it. We 
can bring the people to talk if the government cannot 
take, you know, the line that it cannot actually get the 
rebels to talk. No, we believe that it could be done and 
the rebels cannot take the position that the government 
is unwilling to talk. We believe that both parties should 
be able to sit down and resolve this conflict. 
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[Hazely] Have you made any contact with the govern- 
ment in Sierra Leone at all? 


[Taki] We are trying to do that. We've written letters and 
we are sending a letter stating our position on what we 
think the terms of a negotiated settlement should be. 


[Hazely] Now, what would those terms be? 


[Taki] Well, first of all to recognize that this crisis cannot 
be resolved through war, either by the government 
hoping to win, or by the rebels hoping to win. It will be 
a protracted war, therefore, the only solution is to 
recognize the need to sit down and talk. 


[Hazely] Now, but you know, of course, the Government 
of Sierra Leone is willing to talk to the rebels. It is the 
rebels who have been setting conditions. 


[Taki] That is not true. I will not take that position. I 
think that both parties, you know, seem to be coming up 
with excuses for not talking. Our economy has been 
damaged, the government lives on borrowed money. 
How can you go on? For the last four years they have 
been fighting? It has to stop... 


[Hazely, interrupting] Now, what about the rebels, have 
you made contact with them? 


[Taki] We have been trying to make contact. We've 
made some contact, and we've sent to convey to the 
government what the rebel position is, and we hope that 
the government will be willing enough to also convey to 
us what their position is. The point I wish to make is that 
a government that cannot effectively protect 95 percent 
of its territory and people ceases to be an effective 
government—and I am not being critical of them 
because we want to be very neutral to them as we are to 
the rebels. But you know, to claim to be government 
[words indistinct] is totally untenable. 


(Hazely] Now, you say you're very keen to get this war 
ended in Sierra Leone... 


(Taki, interrupting] No doubt. 


[Hazely] But some people might say you are doing this 
for your own political end, because you’ve been involved 
in politics for some time. 


[Taki] Well, I really don’t... [pauses] well, quite frankly, 
I should not very much care about what people say. Any 
reasonable Sierra Leonean would know that this is the 
time to join shoulders to put an end to the violence. [end 
recording] 
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